
Usage of "may"
JMýS ç³° fÆý‡VýSyé°MìS AÐ]lM>Ô¶æ… E…§ýl° Ìôæ§é JMýS ç³° ^ólÝë¢Ðól$Ððl* A° ^ðlç³µyé°MìS 'may' A¯ól ç³§é°² Ðéyýl™é…. 'may' ° ÐéMýSÅ…ÌZ

Ðéyìl™ól "ç³°° ^ólÝë¢Æó‡Ððl*' A¯ól AÆý‡®… Ð]lçÜ$¢…¨. 'may not' ° Ðéyìl™ól "ç³° ^ólÄ¶æ$Æó‡Ððl*' A¯ól AÆý‡®… Ð]lçÜ$¢…¨. D ç³§ýl {ç³Äñæ*V>Ë¯]l$

^èl*§éª….
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Usage

Future possibility

Doubt

Negative
statements
I may not drive a

car.

(¯ól¯]l$ M>Æý‡$ ¯]lyýlç³¯ólÐðl*)
It may not rain.

(Ð]lÆý‡Û… ç³yýlMýS´ùÐ]l^èl$a)

Positive
statements
I may drive a car.

(¯ól¯]l$ M>Æý‡$
¯]lyìlí³Ýë¢¯ólÐðl*)
It may rain.

(Ð]lÆý‡Û… ç³yýlÐ]l^èl$a)

Usage
Wish

Fear

Hope

Question

Intention

Example
May God help you! 

(§ólÐ]l#yýl$ Ò$MýS$ çÜàÄ¶æ$… ^ólÄ¶æ¬¯]l$V>MýS)
Who knows what may happen. 

(HÑ$ fÆý‡$VýS$™èl$…§ø GÐ]lÇMìS ™ðlË$çÜ$)
I hope that you may succeed.

(¯]l$Ð]l#Ó ÑfÄ¶æ$… ´÷…§éË° ¯ól¯]l$ BÕçÜ$¢¯é²¯]l$)
May I know your name please?

(¯ól¯]l$ Ò$ õ³Æý‡$ ™ðlË$çÜ$MøÐ]l^éa?)
She is running so that she may catch the bus.

(BÐðl$ ç³Æý‡$VðSyýl$™èl$¯]l²…§ýl$¯]l ºçÜ$Þ¯]l$ A…§ýl$MøÐ]l^èl$ā ólÐðl*)

Structure of sentences using auxiliary verb
(May/Might)

'may' ° Ðéyól C™èlÆý‡ ç³ÇíÜ¦™èl$Ë$...

Example
May I come in sir?

(¯ól¯]l$ ÌZç³ÍMìS Æ>Ð]l^éa çÜÆŠ‡?)
May I speak to Ravi, please? 

(¯ól¯]l$ Æý‡Ñ™ø Mö…^ðl… Ð]l*sêÏyýlÐ]l^éa?)

Usage
Asking one's

permission

Request

'may' ° {ç³Ô¶æ²ÌZ Ðéyìl™ól C…MöMýSÇ° A¯]l$Ð]l$† AyìlW¯]lr$Ï Ìôæ§é AÇ¦…_¯]lr$Ï
(request) AÆý‡¦… Ð]lçÜ$¢…¨.

Usage

Future

possibility

Negative statements
I might not drive a car.

(¯ól¯]l$ M>Æý‡$ ¯]lyìlí³…^èl¯ólÐðl*/
¯ól¯]l$ M>Æý‡$ ¯]lyìlí³…^ól AÐ]lM>
Ô>Ë$ ™èlMýS$PÐ]lV> E¯é²Æ‡¬)

Positive statements
I might drive a car.

(¯ól¯]l$ M>Æý‡$ ¯]lyìlí³Ýë¢¯ólÐðl*/
¯ól¯]l$ M>Æý‡$ ¯]lyìlí³…^ól
AÐ]lM>Ô>Ë$¯é²Æ‡¬)

USAGE OF "MIGHT"
"JMýS ç³°° ^ólÝë¢Ðól$Ððl*' Ìôæ§é "JMýS ç³° fÆý‡$VýSyé°MìS AÐ]lM>Ô¶æ… GMýS$PÐ]lV>
E…§ýl'° ^ðlç³µyé°MìS 'might' ° Ðéyýl™éÐ]l¬.

"might" ° "have" ™ø, "third form of the verb" ™ø Ðéyìl™ól VýS™èl…ÌZ
JMýS ç³°° ^ólíÜÐ]l#…yýlÐ]l^èla° AÆý‡¦… Ð]lçÜ$¢…¨. "might not" ° "have not"
™ø, "third form of the verb" ™ø Ðéyìl™ól VýS™èl…ÌZ JMýSÆý‡$ JMýS ç³°° ^ólíÜ
E…yýlMýS´ùÐ]l^èl$a A° AÆý ¦… Ð]lçÜ$¢…¨.

Sub auxiliary verb verb - 3.
I might/might not have done.

(A¨ ¯ól¯]l$ ^ólíÜ E…yýlÐ]l^èl$a/ A¨ ¯ól¯]l$ ^ólíÜ E…yýlMýS´ùÐ]l^èl$a)

Passive voice:
Sub auxiliary verb verb - 3.
It may/may not/might/might not be done.

{ç³Ô¶æ²Ë$ AyìlVóSrç³šyýl$ 'May I know' ]̄l$ Ðéyìl AyìlW™ól,
Ð]l$ ]̄l… G§ýl$sìæ ÐéÇMìS Ð]l$Æ>Å§ýl°_a ç³§ýl®†V> AyìlW ]̄lr$Ï
E…r$…¨. 'May I know' ™ø {ç³Ô¶æ²Ë AyìlVóSrç³šyýl$ Mö°²
gê{VýS™èl¢Ë$ ¡çÜ$MøÐéÍ.
'Am, is, are, was, were, will' CÌê…sìæ ç³§éË™ø
Ððl¬§ýlËÄôæ$Å {ç³Ô¶æ²ËMýS$ Ð]l¬…§ýl$ 'May I know' ]̄l$ MýSÍõ³r
ç³šyýl$ B {ç³Ô¶æ²ÌZ 'whether' A ó̄l ç³§é°² ÐéyéÍÞ
E…r$…¨. 'May I know'° {ç³Ô¶æ²Ë™ø MýSÍõ³rç³šyýl$
'May I know' ™èlÆ>Ó™èl 'subject'° Ðéyìl 'Am, is, are,

was, were, will'° ÐéyéÍ.
lAre you going out?
lMay I know whether you are going out?
lWere you there when it happened?
lMay I know whether you were there when it

happened?
lWill you come tomorrow?
lMay I know whether you will come tomorrow?
'do, does, did' CÌê…sìæ ç³§éË™ø Ððl¬§ýlËÄôæ$Å {ç³Ô¶æ²ËMýS$
Ð]l¬…§ýl$ 'May I know' ]̄l$ MýSÍõ³rç³šyýl$ B {ç³Ô¶æ²ÌZ
'whether' A ó̄l ç³§é°² ÐéyéÍÞ E…r$…¨. 'May I

know'° D {ç³Ô¶æ²Ë™ø MýSÍõ³rç³šyýl$ 'May I know'°
ÐéyéMýS 'do, does, did'° ÐéyýlMýS*yýl§ýl$.
lMay I know whether you drink tea?
lDoes she know you?
lMay I know whether she knows you?
(does ° {ç³Ô¶æ² ]̄l$…_ ¡õÜíÜ ]̄lç³šyýl$ 'verb'MìS 's'°
MýSË´ëÍ.)
lDid you meet him yesterday?
lMay I know whether you met him yesterday?



(did ° {ç³Ô¶æ² ]̄l$…_ ¡õÜíÜ ]̄lç³šyýl$ 'first form of verb' MìS º§ýl$Ë$V> 'second form of verb'

° ÐéyéÍ.)
'wh' {ç³Ô>²™èlÃMýS ç³§éË™ø Ððl¬§ýlËÄôæ$Å {ç³Ô¶æ²ËMýS$ Ð]l¬…§ýl$ May I know ° MýSÍõ³rç³šyýl$ B {ç³Ô¶æ²ÌZ
'whether' ° ÐéyýlMýS*yýl§ýl$. May I know ° {ç³Ô¶æ²Ë™øMýSÍõ³rç³šyýl$, May I know ° ÐéyéMýS 'wh'

ç³§é°² Ðéyìl B ™è Æ>Ó™èl 'subject' ÐéyéMýS 'am, is, are, was, were, will' ° ÐéyéÍ.
lWhere are you going?
lMay I know where you are going
lWhen will you come?
lMay I know when you will come?
lWhat is your name?
lMay I know what your name is?
lWhat do you drink in the morning?
lMay I know what you drink in the morning? (do ° ÐéyýlMýS*yýl§ýl$)
lWhere did you go yesterday?
lMay I know where you went yesterday? (did ° ÐéyýlMýS*yýl§ýl$ verb first form ° second

form V> Ð]l*Æ>aÍ)
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I may drive cars.

(¯ól¯]l$ M>Æý‡$Ï ¯]lyìlí³Ýë¢¯ólÐðl*)
He may not come.

(A™èl¯]l$ Æ>yólÐðl*)
She may get that job

(BÐðl$ B E§øÅVýS… ´÷…§ýl$™èl$…§ólÐðl*)

It may not rain.

(Ð]lÆý‡Û… ç³yýlMýS´ùÐ]l^èl$a)

I may go there.

(¯ól¯]l$ AMýSPyìlMìS Ððlâ¶æÏÐ]l^èl$a/Ððlâ¶æ™é¯ólÐðl*)

I may not attend the wedding.

(¯ól¯]l$ ò³ãÏMìS àfÆý‡$ M>Ìôæ¯ólÐðl*)
I might do it.

(¯ól¯]l$ A¨ ^ólÝë¢¯ólÐðl*)
I might not participate in that

competition.

(¯ól¯]l$ B ´ùsîæÌZ ´ëÌŸY¯]l¯ólÐðl*)
Can I come in?

(¯ól¯]l$ ÌZç³ÍMìS Æ>Ð]l^éa?)
- asking permission - formally

Where are you going?

(Ò$Æý‡$ GMýSPyìlMìS Ððlâ¶æ$™èl$¯é²Æý‡$?)

I may be able to drive cars. 

(¯ól¯]l$ M>Æý‡$Ï ¯]lyìlí³…^èl VýSË$VýS$™é¯ólÐðl*)
He may not be able to come.

(A™èlyýl$ Æ>ÌôæMýS ´ù™éyólÐðl*)
She might get that job.

(BÐðl$ B E§øÅVýS… ´÷…§ýl$™èl$…§ólÐðl*/ BÐðl$MýS$ B
E§øÅVýS… Æ>Ð]lyé°MìS ^éÌê AÐ]lM>Ô>Ë$¯é²Æ‡¬)
It might not rain.

(Ð]lÆý‡Û… ç³yýlMýS´ùÐ]l^èl$a/ AÐ]lM>Ô>Ë$ ™èlMýS$PÐ]lV>
E¯é²Æ‡¬)
I will go there.

(¯ól¯]l$ AMýSPyìlMìS Ððlâ¶æ™é¯]l$/¯ól¯]l$ MýS_a™è …V> AMýSPyìlMìS
Ððlâ¶æ™é¯]l$)
I will not attend the wedding.

(¯ól¯]l$ ò³ãÏMìS àfÆý‡$ M>¯]l$)
I might have done it.

(¯ól¯]l$ A¨ ^ólíÜ E…yýlÐ]l^èl$a)
I might not have participated in that

competition.

(¯ól¯]l$  B ´ùsîæÌZ ´ëÌŸY¯]lMýS´ùÐ]l^èl$a)
May I come in?

(¯ól¯]l$ ÌZç³ÍMìS Æ>Ð]l^éa)
- asking permission - formality)

May I know where you are going?

(Ò$Æý‡$ GMýSPyìlMìS Ððlâ¶æ$™èl$¯é²Æø ¯ól¯]l$
™ðlË$çÜ$MøÐ]l^éa?)

Auxiliary verbs VýS$Ç…_ ™ðlË$çÜ$MýS$¯ólrç³šyýl$ ÐésìæÌZ JMýS ç³§é°² VýS$Ç…_ M>MýS$…yé Ðésìæ°
ÐólÆó‡ Ðésìæ™ø ´ùÍa AÆý‡¦… ^ólçÜ$MøÐ]lyýl… ^éÌê AÐ]lçÜÆý‡…. ÐésìæÌZ Mö°²…sìæ° ^èl*§éª…..

Identify the errors in the following sentences and
correct them:

1. I may be go there. (wrong)
I may go there. (correct)
Reason: When we use "may" in a statement

followed by a "verb" we must not use "be".

2. He may not available today. (wrong)
He may not be available today. (correct)
Reason: When we use "may" in a statement

followed by an adjective (in fact any word except

"the first form of the verb") we must use "be"in it.

3. May I know where are you going? (wrong)
May I know where you are going? (correct)
Reason: When we use "may I know" before an

already existing question which begins with a "wh"

word, after the "wh" word we must use the

"subject" and then the "helping verb".

4. May I know do you drink coffee? (wrong)
May I know whether you drink coffee? (correct)
Reason: When we use "may I know" before a

question which begins with "do" we shouldn't use

"do" in it and we must add whether to it.

5. The work may completed within a month. (wrong)
The work may be completed within a month.

(correct)
Reason: When we use "may" with a "third for of

the verb in passive voice, we must use "be" along

with it. 
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Some commonly used sentences:
l I may get first class.

(¯ól¯]l$ çœ‹Üt M>Ï‹Ü ´÷…§ýl$™é¯ólÐðl*)
l She may oppose this.

(BÐðl$ ©°² Ð]lÅ†Æó‡MìS…^èlÐ]l^èl$a)
l I may not get a chance to meet him.

(¯éMýS$ A™èl×ìæ² MýSÍõÜ AÐ]lM>Ô¶æ… Æ>MýS´ùÐ]l^èl$a)
l He may not agree to this.

(A™èlyýl$ ©°MìS Jç³šMøMýS´ùÐ]l^èl$a)
l The Indian team might win this series.

(¿êÆý‡™èl fr$t D íÜÈ‹Ü° VðSË$Ð]lÐ]l^èl$a)
l It might not happen in the near future.

(Æ>VýSËM>Ë…ÌZ A¨ fÆý‡VýSMýS ´ùÐ]l^èl$a)
l He might have killed her for money.

(A™èlyýl$ yýlº$¾ MøçÜ… BÐðl$° ^èl…í³ E…yýlÐ]l^èl$a)
l She might not have made that mistake.

(BÐðl$ B ™èlç³š^ólíÜ E…yýlMýS´ùÐ]l^èl$a)
l May I know whether he is available in the office now?

(A™èlyýl$ Cç³šyýl$ BïœçÜ$ÌZ E¯é²yø, Ìôæ§ø ™ðlË$çÜ$MøÐ]l^éa?)
l May I know whether you are going out anywhere?

(Ò$Æý‡$ GMýSPyýlOMðS¯é Ððlâ¶æ$™èl$¯é²Æ>, Ìôæ§ø ™ðlË$çÜ$MøÐ]l^éa?)
-English Academy
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